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Summary Information

Repository University of Pennsylvania: Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare

Books and Manuscripts

Creator Wheeler, S.A.

Title S.A. Wheeler World War II photograph albums from India

Call number Ms. Coll. 1142

Date [inclusive] 1942-1945

Extent 0.4 linear feet (1 box)

Language English

Abstract S.A. Wheeler may have been a Scottish member of the British Air Force

posted in India during World War II. This collection is composed of two

volumes of photos taken in India between 1942 and 1945, likely by S.A.

Wheeler. A majority of the photographs capture local scenes of the

market, the landscape and the people, mostly in Lahore and Dehli but also

on trips he took in the region. The volumes also contain some newspaper

clippings, stamps, paper money and other mementos.

Cite as:

S.A. Wheeler World War II photograph albums from India, 1942-1945, Ms. Coll. 1142, Kislak Center
for Special Collections, Rare Books and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania
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Biography/History

S.A. Wheeler may have been a Scottish member of the British Air Force posted in India during World
War II. Wheeler was probably a lieutenant in No. 221 Group of the Royal Air Force which supported the
IV Corps. Throughout World War II, No. 221 Group was reformed on several occasions, but Wheeler
probably began his service in February, 1942. He traveled to India aboard the Duchess, and with the
exception of at least one trip home to Scotland in late 1942, he appears to have spent the remainder of the
War in India. The group was disbanded in September, 1945. It is unclear from the photograph albums if
Wheeler saw any combat.

Scope and Contents

This collection is composed of two volumes of photos taken in India between 1942 and 1945, likely by
S.A. Wheeler. A majority of the photographs capture local scenes of the market, the landscape and the
people, mostly in Lahore and Dehli but also on trips he took in the region. The volumes also contain some
newspaper clippings, stamps, paper money and other mementos. Both volumes contain photographs of
"the girl he left behind," but this woman is not named in any captions.
The first volume documents Wheeler's journey to India aboard the Duchess in February, 1942. Once in
India, Wheeler appears to have been stationed in Lahore; but during the two years that this volume
documents, Wheeler took photographs in Gulmarg, Multan, Rawalpindi, Poona, and Delhi. Wheeler's
photographs are frequently of scenic areas, but also show the people of India and fellow soldiers, as well
as what appears to be British civilians in India. In late 1942, Wheeler appears to have returned to Scotland
on leave; but he was in Rawalpindi for Christmas of 1942 where he enjoyed parties and the Rawalpindi
Races. Researchers will find a few photographs of military building including a soldier's room, the
Sapper's mess in Lahore, and bomb testing ground. In December 1943, Wheeler was in Delhi. For the
most part, the photographs are captioned.
The second volume dates from 1944 to 1945, and is very similar to the first volume in subjects
photographed. During this two year period, Wheeler took photographs in Delhi, the Khyber Pass (while
on holiday with David), and Ceylon. Of particular interest may be the photographs of Perahera, the
procession of Buddha's Sacred Tooth. This volume includes more memorabilia amongst the photographs,
including several covers from Victory, a weekly publication for India Command, paper money, stamps,
and newspaper clippings. Researchers will also find a photograph of V-E Day celebrations and official
documents including the cease-fire command from August 15, 1945 and information about the Japanese
surrender. By September 1945, Wheeler was "homeward bound." While many of these photographs are
captioned, there are some with no captions or identifying information.
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Administrative Information

University of Pennsylvania, Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books and Manuscripts

2015 November 6
Finding aid prepared by Clémence Scouten.

Access Restrictions

This collection is open for research use.

Use Restrictions

Copyright restrictions may exist. For most library holdings, the Trustees of the University of
Pennsylvania do not hold copyright. It is the responsibility of the requester to seek permission from the
holder of the copyright to reproduce material from the Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books
and Manuscripts.

Source of Acquisition

Sold by Kevin Jackson, 2010.

Controlled Access Headings

FORM/GENRE(S)

• Photograph albums

GEOGRAPHIC NAME(S)

• India--History--British occupation, 1765-1947--Photographs
• India--Photographs
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SUBJECT(S)

• Voyages and travels
• World War, 1939-1945--India
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Collection Inventory

Box Volume

1942-1943. 1 1

1944-1945. 1 2
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