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Summary Information
Repository

University of Pennsylvania: Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare
Books and Manuscripts

Title

Pictorial postcard albums

Call number

Ms. Coll. 1402

Date [inclusive]

1907-1909

Extent

3 boxes (0.7 linear foot)

Language

English

Abstract

Two volumes comprised of 235 picture postcards compiled by an
unnamed person, probably from Adelaide, South Australia. The postcards
represent the compiler's journey throughout British occupied India
spanning the years from 1907 to 1909. Twenty-eight postcards are of
European cities. A majority of the postcards have handwritten
commentary and remarks on the versos creating a postcard travel journal
or diary.

Cite as:
Pictorial postcard albums, 1907-1909, Ms. Coll. 1402, Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare
Books and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania
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Two volumes comprised of 235 picture postcards compiled by an unnamed person, probably from
Adelaide, South Australia. The postcards represent the compiler's journey throughout British occupied
India spanning the years from 1907 to 1909. Twenty-eight postcards are of European cities. A majority of
the postcards have handwritten commentary and remarks on the versos creating postcard travel journal or
diary. The notes on the back of the postcards are addressed to an unknown recipient with explanations of
the sites and people encountered. The postcards are images of animals, architecture, daily life, historical
sites, landscapes, people at work, temples, and transportation. Some of the handwritten descriptions
discuss people at work such as barbers and cotton cleaners; events such as a missionary wedding and
flooding in Hyderabad; traveling by cart, elephant, and train; and observations on culture and women. The
postcards include images of Amber, Bengal, Ceylon, Colombo, Delhi, Jaipur, Kashmir, Kolkata,
Lucknow, Mussoorie, and Peshawar. The postcards of Europe include cities in England, Italy, and
Switzerland. The images are chiefly in black-and-white with some in color. Three postcards were
postmarked and sent to Australia. Two are addressed to A. K. Newbery dated 1907 and one is addressed
to Mrs. G. W. Cooper in 1909. The original postcard albums are housed in a separate box. Stamped on
cover: Pictorial postcards. Stamp on inside back cover: Made in Germany.

Administrative Information
University of Pennsylvania, Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books and Manuscripts
May 2019
Finding aid prepared by Donna Brandolisio.
Access Restrictions
This collection is available for research use.
Use Restrictions
Copyright restrictions may exist. For most library holdings, the Trustees of the University of
Pennsylvania do not hold copyright. It is the responsibility of the requester to seek permission from the
holder of the copyright to reproduce material from the Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books
and Manuscripts.
Source of Acquisition
Sold by Asia Bookroom (Canberra, ACT, Australia), 2018.
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FORM/GENRE(S)
•
•
•
•
•

Albums (books)
Manuscripts, Australian--20th century
Picture postcards
Postcard albums
Postcards

GEOGRAPHIC NAME(S)
• Europe--Description and travel--20th century--Pictorial works
• India--Description and travel--British occupation, 1765-1947--Pictorial works
• India--Social life and customs--British occupation, 1765-1947--Pictorial works
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Collection Inventory
Box
Pictorial postcard albums, 1907-1909.

1

Pictorial postcard albums, 1907-1909.

2

Pictorial postcard albums, 1907-1909.

3
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